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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING — TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING 
POLICY — REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Planning 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.05 pm]: I rise today to advise the house that the 
Department of Planning has commenced a review into the state’s telecommunications infrastructure planning 
policy. “State Planning Policy No. 5.2—Telecommunications Infrastructure” provides guidance to local 
governments on the location, design and installation of mobile telecommunications towers across the state. The 
policy has been in place for 10 years and the time is right to review the policy and examine whether changes are 
needed to support our increased reliance on mobile communications. The technology and the demand for 
telecommunications services have advanced beyond expectation since the policy was first launched in 2004. In 
the last year, several members have raised with me the issue of the location of mobile phone towers and it has 
become apparent that the current policy should be reviewed to reflect contemporary technology and industry 
practice. The review will evaluate whether the policy and local practices adequately balance service needs with 
appropriate locations and current technology. It will also consider how to better assist local governments to 
assess telecommunications infrastructure proposals with the aim of providing a policy that offers a consistent 
approach to decision-making at a time of growing demand for services. People are invited to contribute during 
the public consultation period by completing an online survey from the Department of Planning website. The 
survey is now open and will close on 16 July. The information collected will be used to prepare the draft policy, 
which will then be released for further public consultation. In the last five years, there have been a number of 
initiatives to boost telecommunications services across the state, including the royalties for regions–funded 
regional mobile communications project, the National Broadband Network and investment from the private 
sector. It is important that the policy keeps step with this growing investment, reflects modern practice and 
provides a clear set of decision-making criteria. I encourage people who are interested to contribute their 
thoughts by completing the online survey at www.planninq.wa.gov.au/telecommunicationsreview. 
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